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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 061452 

FOR AMBASSADOR WRIGGINS FROM AMBASSADOR RICHARDSON 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PLOS 

SUBJECT: LOS - PRESIDENT AMERASINGHE 

REF: STATE 55419 

1 . I SAW ZULETA IN NEW YORK ON MARCH 8 ON MY WAY BACK TO 
WASHINGTON FROM CONSULTATIONS IN EUROPE. 
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2. ZULETA SAID HE, AMERASINGHE, FERNANDO AND KANAKARATNE 
HAD DINED TOGETHER MARCH 7. SINCE THE OCCASION DID NOT 
PERMIT PRIVATE CONVERSATION WITH FERNANDO, ZULETA HAD NOT 
HAD A CHANCE TO URGE FERNANDO TO LET COLOMBO KNOW HE 
WOULD BE AGREEABLE TO AMERASINGHE SERVING ON HIS LOS DELE- 
GATION. FERNANDO HAD HOWEVER VOLUNTEERED TO ZULETA THAT 
PINTO AND A FEW OFFICIALS FROM COLOMBO WOULD COMPRISE 
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THE DELEGATION. AMERASINGHE'S NAME WAS NOT MENTIONED. BOTH 
ZULETA AND I FEEL IT HIGHLY IMPROBABLE THAT THERE WILL BE 
ANY CHANGE IN THE DECISION OF THE GSL ON THIS ISSUE. 

3. RE YOUR 1003, 1 SEE NO OBJECTION TO THE NEW ZEALAND 

HIGH COMMISSIONER IN SINGAPORE VISITING COLOMBO TO FOLLOW 
UP ON TALBOYS 1 CONVERSATION WITH HAMEED. IT COULD OF 
COURSE DO SOME GOOD ALTHOUGH WE HERE REMAIN VERY SKEPTICAL 
THAT IT IS LIKELY TO CHANGE THE SITUATION. FOR WELLINGTON: 

IF YOU PERCEIVE NO OBJECTION WOULD YOU PLEASE TAKE THE 
MATTER UP WITH THE APPROPRIATE NEW ZEALAND AUTHORITIES AND 
ADVISE. WE HAVE JUST BEEN INFORMED BY THE CANADIAN EMBASSY 
HERE THAT THE CANADIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER IN COLOMBO HAS 
BEEN INSTRUCTED TO MAKE LOW KEY FOLLOW-UP TO HAMEED ON TAL- 
BOYS’ APPROACH. 

4. ZULETA CONFIRMED OUR VIEW THAT FERNANDO IS NOT LIKELY 
TO SEND ANY SIGNAL TO COLOMBO ON AMERASINGHE REMAINING ON 
THE DELEGATION. HE ALSO STATED THAT WALDHEIM WILL NOT 
INTERVENE. 

5. IT WOULD BE MOST DESIRABLE TO KNOW THE FINAL DECISION 
OF THE GSL ON THE AMERASINGHE ISSUE SO THAT THE ASIAN 
GROUP CAN IF REQUIRED GET DOWN TO CHOOSING A SUCCESSOR 
FROM THEIR RANKS. IT WOULD BE HELPFUL TO KNOW IF YOU 
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INTEND TO PURSUE THE QUESTION WITH THE PRESIDENT OR WHETHER 
WE CAN TAKE HARRY JAYEWARDENE'S COMMENTS TO YOU (COLOMBO 
998) AS THE FINAL WORD. 

6. ZULETA IMPLIED TO ME THAT THE LATIN GROUP MIGHT RELENT 
ON THEIR OPPOSITION TO AMERASINGHE IF THEY GOT SATISFACTION 
ON THE ORGANIZATION OF THE WORK OF THE 7TH SESSION, I.E. 

THEY WERE ASSURED THAT THE PRESIDENT WOULD NOT BE IN A 
POSITION TO MAKE FINAL CHANGES IN THE ICNT WITHOUT CONSULT- 
ING AND CARRYING ALONG THE COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN AND REFERR- 
ING ANY CHANGES HE MAKES TO THE COUNTRIES CONCERNED AND 
FINALLY THE PLENARY. THAT THE LATINS WILL DROP THEIR OPPO- 
SITION IS PROBLEMATICAL IN MY VIEW EVEN IF SATISFIED ON 
PROCEDURES. IT IS THEREFORE IMPORTANT FOR THE ASIANS 

TO ADDRESS THE ISSUE OF A SUCCESSOR TO AMERASINGHE WITHOUT 
DELAY. THIS I BELIEVE THEY ARE LIKELY TO DO SOON. 

VANCE 
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